Abercrombie''$ Poems

tfaey retain the qualities of song in varying degrees. The can-
not, as a rale, be set to music. However, they have a verbal
melody and they appeal to the reader's ears and capture his*
Imagination. Tbelr chief characteristic feature is that they are
the quintessence of momentary moods garnered into words,

L    Soul and Body

SfcS0e! and Body"   Is a dialogue exquisitely   lyrical   in
character and highly typical of the poet's manner of thinking.
The Body complains with good reason that after many 'married
years5,   the   Soul   is for breaking faith.   The body   cannot
understand why the Soul Is apparently sick of the long and
delightful period of their association, though the Soul is not
unaware that much of their joy has been contributed by the Body
through her physical senses.    In the words of the Body :
"Thou wilt miss the wonder I have made for thee
Of this dear world with my fashioning senses,
The blue, the fragrance, the singing, and the green."1
The colourful and  pulsating phenomena of life's experience*
undoubtedly have been the gifts of the senses.    The Bod^
therefore Invites the Soul to  try her again that they  may-
together look upon the world exultingly.   The Soul owes a
deep debt of gratitude to the body.   But the Soul cannot be
thankful for all the services rendered by the Body, for the
following reason :

"As If fires had made me clean,
I come out of thy experience,
Thy blue, thy fragrance, thy singing, and thy green,
Passions of love, and most, that holy fear."2
The Soul simply finds that the life of the senses is an;
experience preparatory to that of super-conscious bliss.    The
Soul lias now experienced 4a fiercer kind of joy' which trans-
cends all self-consciousness, knowledge and feeling.   She is not
tardy of recognizing the fact that this transcendental bliss has
also reached her through sense experience.   Now that she sees*
the Ught of dimly felt ecstasy, she Is intent upon soaring
beyond, the reuses, beauty and fear, beyond wonder even.    She
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